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Town of West Bridgewater 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

1st Fl. Conference Room, Town Hall 

65 North Main Street 

 

 7 March 2017 

 Minutes    

 

6:30 PM      Chairman Tim Hay (TH) called the meeting to order with Commissioners Lee Anderson 

(LA) and Moe McCarthy (MM)  present; Alternate Member Ryan Byrnes (RB) and Secretary Kitty 

Doherty were also present; Agent DeLano was on vacation.  

● LA / MM motioned to approve Minutes for  21 February 2017 as presented, so voted.  

 

New Public Hearings:  

14 Cornerstone Lane: RDA;  Environmental Consulting & Restoration / Joanne Castricone  to determine 

whether the activities associated with the upgrade of a residential septic system  are subject to the WPA; 

Representing Joanne Castricone,  Cameron Larson submitted proof of mailing cards and explained this 

proposal to upgrade the septic system, a portion of which falls within the resource area.  Discussion ensued 

regarding the 50’ buffer line not shown on the plans.  The Commission requested that the engineer send in a 

revised plan showing this information before the DOA document is issued.  

●MM/ RB motioned to close the PH, so voted.  

●LA / MM motioned to issue a negative 3 determination, so voted.  

 

Continued Public Hearing:  

161 Ash Street ANRAD (SE 328 - 715) Jacob Driscoll Engineering / Alan Doty to verify that the wetland 

border identification is accurate as flagged.  Application withdrawn.   

●LA / MM motioned to close the Public Hearing without prejudice, so voted.  

 

0 Belmont Street;  ANRAD (SE 328 - 705) Frank Rebelin  /  William Adams, Trustee, to verify that the 

wetland border identification as flagged is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act;  need to continue PH 

to the 21st March  2017.  

●MM / RB motioned to continue the Public Hearing  to the 21st March  2017, so voted.  
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Administrative discussions:   

 

586 Manley Street  COC (SE 328 - 687)  Clean Energy Collective; FYI:  still waiting for information to 

determine the COC bond amount; automatically continued to the 21 March 2017.   

 

Esther Drive Trail 

After an onsite to Senior Housing on Esther Drive, Lee and Ryan shared information concerning the 

broken gate on Esther Drive Trail. The chain link gate is completely off the hinges and leaning against 

the fence.  Two of the corner braces are broken off.  It is a mystery as to how this happened at this semi-

public site owned by the Housing Authority.  Discussion ensued about replacing or repairing the gate.  

Lee will research prices; funding is available in the commission's trail account.    

 

Vacant regular member seat 

Discussion ensued regarding one vacant regular member seat on the commission, and whether Ryan or 

Paula should move up to regular membership; LA knows  of a fellow interested to serve as alternate.  

 

 

 

Agent's Report   

Item #1: New Public Hearing DEP # Not Applicable–Request For Determination of Applicability (RDA) –#14 

Cornerstone La - Single Family Home Septic System Repair   

The septic field and components are in the front of the house and no work would be performed closer to the 

wetlands.  I was approached by the applicant's engineer for advice on what kind of filing this project would require.  I 

recommended a Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) filing.  I also indicated to him that the Commission 

would require the placement of wetland markers (PVC pipes with placards) at the interface of the current lawn and 

wooded area as a means to notify any future homeowners of the property that wetland resource areas are present 

and any work in that area would require a filing with the Commission.  They engineer has complied with the request.  I 

have no issues with the project as long as the ECBs are installed and the PVC Pipes are installed, the engineer certifies 

that they both have been installed and the current homeowner signs an affidavit regarding the requirement of the 

PVC Pipes to be installed .   

Recommendation: Motion to close the Public Hearing (PH).  Motion to issue a Negative #3 Determination of 

Applicability (DOA) with the conditions stated above.       

Item #2: Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-715–Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation (ANRAD) –#161 

Ash Street - Wetland Line Approval - Future Residential Lots.   

The Commission has received a letter asking that the ANRAD be withdrawn without prejudice.  The applicant is going 

to submit Notice of Intent (NOI) filings for some lots and will pay the delineation fee for the wetland at that time. 

Recommendation: Motion to close the Public Hearing (PH).  Motion to allow the withdrawal of the ANRAD without 

prejudice.       



Minutes & Agent's Report - 7 March 2017  Page 3 
 

Item #3: Continued Public Hearing DEP # 328-705–Abbreviated Notice of Resource Area Delineation (ANRAD) - #0 

Belmont Street - Wetland Line Approval - Future Residential Lots.   

We have received an email from the applicant's representative to continue the PH to the end of April.  Our second 

meeting in April is the 18th.  We would need to use that meeting date as the continued meeting date. 

Recommendation: Motion to Continue the Public Hearing (PH) to 04-18-2017.          

Item #4: Administrative Discussion- DEP # 328-687– Certificate of Compliance (COC) - 586 Manley Street- 

Construction of a replication area for loss of a small wetland crossing needed for access to a solar filed. 

As you may recall, we did not issue a COC due to concerns about the viability of the wetland restoration area and the 

lack of stabilized disturbed areas.  I had recommended the applicant supply the commission with an estimate for 

loaming, seeding and replacement of the restored area for our review.  I sent the engineer the information and he 

copied me when he sent the applicant the applicant our request.  I have not received any information to date.   

When we receive the information, we will be able to determine a realistic cost estimate for the Wetland Scientist's 

Spring follow-up report, costs for seeding and re-seeding if necessary and the costs of re-planting of the replication 

area if necessary.  With the applicant's cost estimate in hand, the commission can discuss the amount of bond 

required to assure completion of the project.   

Recommendation: Motion to continue the matter of issuing a COC to 03-21-2017. 

 

 

● MM / RB motioned to adjourn at 6 :50 PM; so voted. Awesome short meeting!! 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Kitty Doherty, Secretary 
Minutes approved 18 April 2017  
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